The medullary subnucleus reticularis dorsalis (SRD) as a key link in both the transmission and modulation of pain signals.
The involvement of the dorsal part of the caudal medulla in both the transmission and modulation of pain is supported by recent electrophysiological and anatomical data. In this review, we analyse the features of a well-delimited area within the caudal-most aspect of the medulla, the subnucleus reticularis dorsalis (SRD) which plays a specific role in processing cutaneous and visceral nociceptive inputs. From a general viewpoint, the reciprocal connections between the caudal medulla and spinal cord suggest that this area is an important link in feedback loops which regulate spinal outflow. Moreover, the existence of SRD-thalamic connections put a new light on the role of spino-reticulo-thalamic circuits in pain transmission.